THIRTEEN STEPS TO SAFETY MAINTENANCE

1. Keep your bilge absolutely free of dirt and trash.

2. Inspect lifesaving equipment.

3. Check installed fire-extinguishing systems at the beginning and mid-point of each boating season, or as recommended b y the manufacturer.  Check port able extinguishers at least monthly.

4. Discharge a fire extinguisher periodically, even though it is not needed for fighting a fire.

5. Check the engine and fuel system frequently for clean lines and leaks.  If you find any leaks, take immediate action.

6. Check the entire fuel system annually, inch by inch, including fuel lines in areas not normally visible.

7. Maintain your boat’s bilge ventilation system in top operating condition.

8. Have a qualified professional inspect your boat’s electrical system thoroughly every year, including all wiring in areas not normally visible.

9. If all through-hull fittings, struts, shafts, etc. are connected electrically by an internal bonding system, have the wiring checked annually.

10. Perform an annual safety inspection of the hull and fittings below the waterline.

11. If the boat is normally kept in the water, haul it out periodically for  bottom cleaning and repainting.

12. Check underwater fittings annually.

13. Choose replacement parts carefully.

From: Maloney, Elbert S; Chapman Piloting; Hearst Marine Books, New York; 1999; p. 80-81.

